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5/7/2011

1st April to 30th April - 2011 
1. The provisional 2011 Census data has been released.

· India’s population stands at 1.21 billion.
·  The sex ratio is 940 (number of females per thousand males).  Kerala has the highest sex ratio at 1084 followed by Puducherry with 1038. Daman and Diu have the lowest ratio at 618. 

· The lowest every child sex ratio has been recorded in this Census, It stands at 914 as against 927 in 2001. This indicates a continuing preference for male children in the last decade. 
· Literacy levels have increased to reach 74.04% of the total population. Kerala occupies the top position among the states with 93.91% while Bihar remains at the bottom with 63.82%.
· The most populous state was Uttar Pradesh with 199.5M and the least populous state was Lakshadweep at 64,429.

· Delhi has the highest density in population with 11,297 people per sq. km and Arunachal Pradesh is the lowest with 17 people per sq. km.
2. India defeated Srilanka to bag the  2011 World Cup at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai.
3. Only 10 states have notified the ‘Right to Education Act’ to date.  These are Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Orissa, Sikkim, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Mizoram. 16 other states have proposed draft rules but are  yet to notify them. According to the first annual report 13 crore children are enrolled at the primary level and another 5 crore at the upper primary level. 8 million children are still out of school and 21% of the primary school teachers are without qualification and 9% of the schools have only 1 teacher.
4. 7th April is celebrated as the World Health Day.  The United Nations has decided to commemorate this year’s ‘World Health Day’ to create awareness regarding ‘Anti-microbial’ resistance.  Often, antibiotics are administrated to patients with bacterial infections, but antibiotics kill a large proportion of various bacteria instead of killing only the bacteria that are responsible for the disease. Also, antibiotics are being prescribed by medical practitioners as in most of the causes the micro-organism, which is responsible for the infection, is not known.  Misuse of antibiotics promotes emergence of resistant bacteria known as ‘Antimicrobial resistance’ which is the ability of certain micro-organisms to withstand attack by anti-microbials.  Its uncontrolled rise threatens 
lives and wastes limited healthcare resources.  Concerned with the global spread of antimicrobial resistance, the United Nations has decided to commemorate this year’s World Health Day.  
7th April, to create awareness against the threat and draw worldwide attention on the theme.
· The World Health Organization (WHO) will conduct public awareness campaing including a special focus on the HIV / AIDS tuberculosis and malaria epidemics.

· The World body will call on Governments and stakeholders to implement the policies and practices needed to prevent and counter the emergence of highly resistant superbugs and to also provide appropriate care to those seriously affected by these microbes.
5. Cases of Cervical Cancer are on the rise.  The annual number of cervical cancer cases in India is 1,34,420.  The Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) is the main cause of Cervical Cancer,  In addition to HPV, smoking having HIV (the virus that causes Aids) and prolonged use of birth control pills are also regarded as the causes for cervical cancer. The American Cancer Society recommends Vaccination at an early age as prevention.
6. April 10th is celebrated as Public Sector Day. Apart from other events, awards are given to meritorious enterprises. 
7. Mr C Bhaskaran, the first present of the Student Federation of India (SFI) and editor of Chinta Publishers of the CPI(M) in Kerala,  passed away.

8. India’s Wind power industry is expected to grow to 3,000 MW of new installations a year for the next 10 years.  As on date, most of the critical components such as control systems, generators and gear boxes are imported by majority of manufacturers.  This is yet another instance of how India differs from China.  China insisted that 70% of the components in a turbine should be locally made, which forced most manufacturers to set up facilities in India.  India did not have any such requirement because of which parts continue to be imported.

9. Bharata Natyam dancer Leela Samson was chosen to head the Central Board of Film Certification.

10. Social Activist Anna Hazare went on a hunger strike demanding the creation of the institution of Lokpal.  The Center has responded by setting up a 10 member drafting committee to prepare the proposed legislations. Civil Society Organisations have prepared a draft “Lok Pal bill”, and are exerting pressure on the government to replace the  provisions in the bill prepared by the government by  the provisions suggested by them.  The differences between the bills are summarized below: 
	Government’s Bill
	The Civil Society Bill

	· Lokpal will not be able to take up cases suo motu. Complaints will have to be addressed to the Speaker of the Lok Sabha or Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha. They will forward it to the Lokpal.
	· Lokpal will have powers to initiate investigations suo motu and directly entertain complaints from the public.

	· Lokpal will be an advisory body. It will forward its report to the competent authority. Which will take the final call.

	· Lokpal will have the powers to initiate prosecution after completion of investigation.

	· The Lokpal will not have police powers; therefore, it will not be able to register an FIR.

	· Lokpal will be able to register FIR, proceed with criminal investigations and launch prosecution.

	· It provides for imprisonment, after summary trial, for frivolous complaints.

	· Deterrence against frivolous complaints will be in the form of financial penalties.

	· It will have jurisdiction only on members of Parliament, ministers and the Prime Minister.
	· It will have jurisdiction over politicians, officials and judges. The CVC and the entire vigilance machinery of government will be merged into Lokpal.

	· It will consist of three members, all of them retired judges.
	· It will have 10 members and one chairperson. One member will be a legal expert. Others can have any background.

	· The selection committee will comprise Vice-President, Prime Minister, leaders of both houses, leaders of Opposition in both houses, law minister and home minister.
	· The committee will consist of members from the judiciary, the chief election commissioner, the comptroller and auditor general and winners of international awards.


11. Mr. Adi Godrej Chairman of the Godrej group was selected as the Chairman of Indian School of Business Hyderabad. Earlier,  Mr. Rajat Gupta the first Chairman had resigned.
12. The World’s five major emerging economies Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. (BRICS) have drawn an action plan to make the voice of developing counties more effective on the world Stage. The plan includes;
·  High level meetings on all issues – i.e., economic security, political security etc

· Supporting a more equitable world economic order.
13. At their first meeting this year, India and China agreed to work towards removing all major irritants impacting bi-literal relationship including the border issue and trade imbalance.
14. Lewis Binford, founder of the New Archaeological movement and one of the senior most figures in World archaeology passed away at the age of 80. Professor Binford brought about a virtual revolution in archaeology in the 1960’s and 1970’s by elevating its status from a descriptive study of antiquities to a scientific discipline devoted to anthropological understanding of ways of life of ancient societies. His ‘archaeology as anthropology’ proposition emerged as a dominant paradigm in contemporary archaeology. This trend, popularly known as New Archaeology, laid emphasis on a regional approach to archaeological sites, method of hypothesis testing; and culture as a system of inter-related components serving as means of human adaptation. These concepts have now become central tenets of modern archaeology and made professor Binford a legendary figure.
15. World renowned spiritual guru, Satya Sai Baba passed away of the age of 85.
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