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1st December, 2010   to   31st December, 2010

1. Indian Pharmacological Society’s 43rd annual conference was held at National Institute of Nutrition (NIN) in Hyderabad. Former President APJ Abdul Kalam delivered the valedictory speech at the conference.
2. The Andhra Pradesh State Assembly passed the Microfinance Institutions Regulation Bill to protect the Self Help Groups (SHGs) from exploitations of microfinance institutions in the state.
3. Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) and Kobe Steel of Japan have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for comprehensive strategic collaboration covering technologies, projects and other areas. The MoU was signed by Hiroshi Sato, President and CEO of Kobe Steel, and SAIL Chairman C. S. Verma in the presence of P. K. Misra, Secretary (Steel) in Tokyo. 

4. The Union Government constituted a one-member committee to examine the process and procedure following by Department of Telecommunication in allocation of spectrum licenses. Retired Supreme Court Judge Shivaraj V Patil will examine the procedures adopted by the Department of Telecommunications.
5. French President Nicolas Sarkozy visited the satellite exhibition being held in Bangalore during his four-day visit to India. Sarkozy called for a permanent seat for India in United Nations Security Council. India and France signed agreements on various subjects like Film Production, Intellectual Property Rights, Nuclear Energy and Earth System Science and Climate at New Delhi. French President Nicolas Sarkozy and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh were present at signing off the documents.
6. U.K. Sinha has been appointed as the new Chairman of Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI). Sinha will replace CB Bhave on 17th February 2011. Sinha is now the Chairman and Managing Director of UTI Asset Management Company.
7. India pulled ahead of China to take first place in the Forbes list of best countries for new jobs with 42 percent of net hiring outlook for the first quarter of 2011. The new hiring list of 2011 compiled by Forbes magazine gave second and seventh places to China and United States of America respectively.
8. President Pratibha Devisingh Patil inaugurated the centenary celebration of Central Bank of India founded on December 21, 1911. It was referred as ‘swadeshi bank’ during the freedom struggle. 
9. India occupied the first and second positions in global remittances and emigration numbers. According to the World Bank’s latest release of Migration and Remittances Fact book 2011, India stood first with $55 billion in 2010 from $49.6 billion in the year 2009. In terms of emigration, India occupies second place with 11.4 million migrations in 2010 after Mexico. 
1st December, 2010   to   31st December, 2010

10. Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) topped the list of top 500 Indian companies followed by Reliance Industries, State Bank of India and Bharat Petroleum Corporation with second, third and fourth places respectively. This is the first-ever Fortune list of Indian entities compiled by business magazine Fortune.
11. India’s largest motorcycle manufacturer, Hero Honda Motors approved the termination of 25 years long joint venture agreement with Japan’s Honda Motors. Honda owns 26 percent stake in Hero Honda and the joint venture started in 1984.
12. Mark Zuckerberg the founder of The Facebook social networking site was named as the ‘Person of the Year’ by Time Magazine for the year of 2010. The honour will be presented to those who for better or for worse do the most influencing events of the year.
13. Sachin Tendulkar’s record-breaking Double Century in ODI against South Africa has found a place in Time magazine’s top 10 sporting movements of the year. Sachin holds the record of first ever double century in one day international cricket matches. Sachin Tendulkar has become the first batsman in the world to score Test hundreds for 50 times. The 50th Test century was made against South Africa.
14. Julian Assange the founder of WikiLeaks website was selected as the ‘Person of the Year’ by Time Magazine for the year of 2010.
15. The troops of India and Mongolia held joint military exercise with two-week drill in counter insurgency ending in Belgaum on December 19, 2010. The exercise was named ‘Nomadic Elephant’. 
16. Indian Army began its biggest operation in November-December 2010 to dispose of scrap admonitions (mortar bombs projectiles grenades rockets etc.) in Shekowal and Khelwal village near Ludhiana. The operation was named Operation Saiyam (patience) which aims at destroying scraps imported between 1999 and 2004. 
17. Bengali filmmaker Gautam Ghosh's film “Moner Manush”(The Quest), an Indo-Bangladesh joint production, bagged the coveted Golden Peacock Award for the Best Film at the 41st International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 2010 held in Goa.

18. Motorola had split into 2 companies. The split will result in Motorola Mobility and Motorola Solutions and businesses to focus on cell phones and Internet and other equipments. 
19. Tata Motors has launched its mini-truck 'Ace Super City' in Thailand, to enter the Thai car market.
1st December, 2010   to   31st December, 2010

20. India has expanded its footprint in the Indian Ocean to counter piracy which is now targeting commercial shipping deeper in the high seas. The Indian Navy's presence had now moved much beyond the piracy-hit Gulf of Aden. Indian warships were working under the multilateral Shared Awareness and Deconfliction (SHADE) mechanism, together with many other foreign naval ships that have been deployed in the area. Comprising more than 23 countries, including Russia, China, Egypt and the European Union, the SHADE group of countries is a non-hierarchical group that is in constant contact with each other, and regularly coordinates its operations.
21. The Indian Statistical Institute has signed a Memorandum of Understanding for co-operation in research with the London School of Economics. The London School of Economics will spend  £ 100,000 in the agreement that has been signed until March 2012. 
22. After 372 years, there was a special celestial treat as a winter solstice coincides with total lunar eclipse on December 21st. The last time the two astronomical events coincided was on December 21, 1638, Geoff Chester of the U.S. Naval Observatory said. It is a day when the earth's axis tilts the farthest from the sun and is called winter solstice, a term derived from Latin words sol [sun] and sistere [to stand still],” according to Science Popularisation Association of Communicators and Educators (SPACE) 
23. India and Russia signed an agreement to share high-precision signals from the Global Navigation Satellite System (GLONASS) for defence as well as civilian use. The agreement was signed on the sidelines of the Russian President Dmitry Medvedev's Indian visit. As per the agreement, Russia will provide access to the GLONASS high-precision navigation signals to India. Russia currently has a total of 26 GLONASS satellites in orbit, of which 23 are operational. GLONASS is the Russian equivalent of the United States' global positioning system that allows users to determine a near precise position of any object to within metres. Notably, in March this year, the Russian Federal Space Agency Roscosmos, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Russian Navigation Information Systems (NIS) GLONASS signed a ‘Memorandum of Cooperation'. Later, representatives from NIS-GLONASS and ISRO's commercial arm, Antrix Corporation, agreed to set up a joint venture providing navigation and information services on the GLONASS/GPS platform.
24. Veteran agricultural scientist M.S. Swaminathan has been conferred the CNN-IBN Indian of the Year 2010 Lifetime Achievement Award for his “outstanding leadership in the field of agriculture that has contributed to ensuring food security for millions of Indians.
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25. The Chairman and Editorial Director of Business Standard, T.N. Ninan, has been elected president of the Editors Guild of India. Mr. Ninan succeeds Rajdeep Sardesai of CNN-IBN.
26. Planet41 Mobi-Venture, a mobile value-added service provider, announced its collaboration with two leading global players, RadiSys of the U.S. and Ethrix of Israel, to commission ‘Integrated mobile media server' (IMMS) that would help 3G mobile operators to provide a higher-quality mobile video experience, faster time-to-market and rapid revenue generation. RadiSys is a leading provider of innovative hardware and software platforms for next generation IP-based wireless, wireline and video networks. Ethrix is a provider of tailor-made, revenue-generating information, entertainment and business value-added applications
27. The Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal-II allocated the highest share of Krishna river waters to Andhra Pradesh but distributed the surplus waters, which was hitherto flowing into the State. The shares of other basin States — Karnataka and Maharashtra — were also raised. The three-member tribunal, headed by Justice Brijesh Kumar, permitted Karnataka to raise the storage level in the Almatti dam to 524.256 metres from 519.6 metres, a measure seen by Andhra Pradesh as depriving its lower Krishna delta region of water supply. The tribunal, however, directed Karnataka to make regulated releases of 8 to 10 thousand million cubic feet (tmcft) from the dam to Andhra Pradesh in June and July. The tribunal asked the Centre to set up a `Krishna Water Decision-Implementation Board' with representation from all the three States. The tribunal directed the three States to contribute for Chennai city drinking water supply 3.30 tmcft distributed in equal quantity in July, August, September and October, and 1.70 tmcft in four equal installments in January, February, March and April.

28. Bobby Jindal, Indian-origin Governor of Louisiana, is the most popular serving governor in the United States, according to an opinion poll. California's Arnold Schwarzenegger is the least popular Governor. In 2007, when he was just 36, Mr. Jindal became the first elected non-white Governor of Louisiana and the first-ever Indian-American Governor in the country.
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